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By Brendan McCarthy
“Staff writer

With humidity cloaking the city like a
damp dishrag, the vagrants under the
Claiborne overpass were sleeping in.

; Two men in suits and
“iela¥ " leather shoes walked
o through tent city on a
recent mid-morning,
ﬁip ing between
crushed cans, cigarette
butts and puddles, car-
rying a glossy 8-by-10 of
a suspect. The detec-
tives were trying to
solve the 4-month-old
killing of a man few here
knew and mest have already forgotten.

ee HOMIGIDE, A-7
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Homicide Detective Anthony Pardo, left,
investigates a shooting death outside an
elementary school in November.
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UNLEASHED

Soon, if animal lovers can raise enough
cash, several dog parks could give
man’s best friend a place to run and play.

A dog owner lets her pet run free on the levee near Broadway and Leake Avenue in Uptown New Orleans.
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.By Andrew Vanacore Staff writer

By about 4 p.m. most days, the regulars roam
Cabrini Park: Dante, Rusty, Stella and the rest.
They are Dobermans, Labradors, poo-
dles and mixed breeds — unleashed and
enjoying their small patch of grass at
the corner of Burgundy and Bar-
racks streets in the French Quar-
ter. Their owners sat recently at
the center of the fray in lawn N\
chairs, sharing a cooler full of
Popsicles.

What's A
envisioned for 4
City Park: '

Small-dog It only looks like a dog park, however.

park “We don’t dare call it a dog park,” said Diana
Large-dog Drummond as she watched her poodles, Pete
park and Ga-Tae. “This is everybody’s park.”

Drummond’s caution is understand-
able. City laws require dogs to be
leashed. Despite a well-established

See DOGS, A-26
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1/4 mile wooded trail  sources: The Trust for Public Land, Torre Design Consortium Ltd.

Dog agility equipment Wading pond

Internet
stoking
political
scandals’
flames

Ouidrage mushrooms
over pay, traffic stop

By Paul Rioux
Kenner bureau 5

“Don’t make this a big deal,
OK?”

‘When Mandeville Mayor Ed-
die Price uttered those now-in-
famous words to the police offi-
cer who stopped his SUV after
it plowed through a barricade
on the Lake Pontchartrain
Causeway, he was likely just
trying to avoid a ticket.

Perhaps he never imagined

. the “big deal” would be a video-

tape of the traffic stop posted
online for the world to see.

Similarly, Gov. Bobby Jindal
and state legislators seemed to
be caught flat-footed by an In-
ternet-fueled firestorm of public
criticism after lawmakers voted
to more than double their pay.
Jindal has thus far refused to
veto the bill, breaking a cam-
paign promise.

Political blogs and online fo-

rums have been saturated with
blow-by-blow reports on the
backlash and stinging rebukes
from voters, many of whom
wryly point out that they can’t
vote themselves a pay raise to
cope with the economic down-
turn. -
“I have talked to a lot of leg-
islators who say they never saw
this coming,” Baton Rouge poll-
ster Bernie Pinsonat said.
“They failed to realize that the
game has changed. The Inter-
net can spread information and
opinions so quickly that it all
just feeds on itself.”

Political observers said the
two controversies illustrate
how the Internet and the pro-
liferation of political blogs have
transformed the political land-
scape, informing and empow-
ering citizens who are respond-
ing by launching recall peti-
tions and organizing protest

‘rallies.

See ONLINE, A-14




Rankings based on number of parks per 100,000 peopie.
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James Lancaster walks his German shepherds, Lafitte, left, and Jackson, on the Uptown river levee on June 6. The idea behind off-leash areas is to give dogs, by nature pack animals, a chance to
exercise and socialize with other dogs.

Gity Bark planning to open in the fall

BOGS from A

ulture of .mnfﬁcwl off leash hang—
outs -— from Cabrini to the Missis-

sippi River leveé to the riverfront in |
Mandeville and Markey Park in By-~ |

water -— the four- iegged have no
sanctioned park. - . --

~ But a group of dog lovers aim to
cpen a dog park like no other in South-
east Louisiana. The group, NOLA
City Bark, has raised more than
$175,000 toward the project, which
supporters say could be a model for
mnnmg dog parks around the region.

- City Park s one of a slew of loca-

tiong planmng to incorporate the
idea in coming months. Jeffarson

Parish has recently opened 2 dog ;

run and park at the Bonnabel boat . .

launch; Kenner is slated to build one

in La,ketown, and the Louisiana So- . .

ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Annnalsisplanmngaparkforats 11-.
“acre campus in Algiers.

City Bark’s plans are perhaps the -
most ambitious. They call for a_
$500,000, 4:6-acre gated oasis ini City” -
Park, with separate sides for small
and large dogs, dog showers and a
wading poo o : 5

“Whatwedcn’twantto do is slap
‘up 2 fence on a piece of land and call-

"it 3 dog park;” City Bark Vice Presi-
'derxtMaryAnneCardmaiesmd “We - s

want it to be a community.”.
Despite some skepticism about fin-

ishing such a large project, support.
" across the city's unofficial parks is al-.

mqstunarmm.&sﬂogmetmiené

“Whitecloud put it: “*t would be niee
;tohavesomethmgthat’ Jegal”

The push for dog parks elsewhiere

f-begandecadaaago,petmeﬂasa
The idea is to give dogs, by nature -

, & chahde to exercise

- West Coa.st cltxea lead the trend.
Portland, Ove,, has 31 dog parks, and -

San‘i‘ranc:scohasﬂ according to -

the Trust for P‘ubﬁi Land; a land.
conservation group. * 7
- “Community ageneies and oﬁelals
ave realizing that dog parks not only

- improve the quality of life for dogs but -
“for their owners and the community
~in general,” said Nancy Peterson, a
 responsible pet ownership specialist

at the Humane Society in Washing-

ton;"D.C. “Dogs just-don’t have *

enough opportumty to be off-leash -

.-and exercise in'a safeenvmmmm 4
“Unofficial’ parks flourish

. Most major American cities have
it least one dog park, “whether it’s a

_“sanctioned | park or Just an old field

MCH%ELD&MOCKER/M’HES*PK}AYUNE

Danny Langs Austrahan shepherd Shadow, ieaps for-a Frisbee on; ﬁimeve&near Broadway and Leake Avenue
\The unoffi ma! dog parks in New Orleans: emoy a iarge followmg.

'péople have started usmg, sald

ome-kmagazme
ﬂieNew(Mema;m,dogawn
ﬂ's 2

Tattery gaﬁfa{ngw :

- find. an out-of-the-way

fmnt, but it has no dog park. ° :
--The B&-emhﬁuﬂrter’s‘ﬂabmn

‘pack
“and somahzemth other dogs, Hap- . Parklsoneofthe most orgamzed of
;:ﬁlymddogsbfte&hdbmkhss,the ) :

- contributed $900¥or & gafe, thstalled

bag dispensers for plclang up waste’

and set up

-park related

— gg ot 2he ‘pa,m'; :
= g 15.go: e 'dog - C 1as

Tdochiefore T .go.to bedis go to -
" the dog park;” said Kurt Goodman,
as his German shepherd and border

‘collie sniffed out: companions at
Cabrini. -
Goodman likes the City Park prm

_posal but questions having only one

city dog park. Many of the dog own-
-ers at Cabrini live in the neighbor-

hood and use bicycles to get around.
“You don’t need a car if you livein -
the French Quarter,” Drummond -

said. “But you do need to walk your

e . B
4

The unofficial parks, which enjoy-

jeet is it's go

¢ mg large followmgs seem unlikely to
Clandia Kawczynska, edltor-m—chlef dlsap

- But’ boosters ﬁar the official: park

~say they hope Clty Barkewill Be only
- the begtnnmg

p@tchofgreen. %
Mmdevm@d}omdo@eﬂmm.-__
5.to 8 am. every day along;ts lake

“The, gréat thing about his pro-
oing to serve @ 4 model
for what can e done aréund the

. for the vaentlon of Cruelty to Ani-
‘mals, which has worked mﬂi 'Clty_
.Bark on the plahs. - '

= “The unofficial dog parks in town

‘have realiy struggled because they:

“haven't been set up with clear guide-
Iines about what's expeeted of the ~
owners,” she said, which can cause .
‘them,” said Aparna Falgoust, who

friction with others looking to use
park spaces and isn’t partrcularly:
good for dogs either. ~ -

-Dog owners who let their pcts oﬁ’ :
the leash at the Mississippi River
levee have lobbied the city, so far un-
successfully; to convert the area into
a sanctioned park, in part because of
those concerns.

There is nothing to separate the .
dogs from the bicyclists on the multi-
use path or the train tracks that run

allel to it. Cyclists have been bit-

ten, and at least one dog has been g6

; ?\hrelyb volunteers,
~ down to $500,000 from $1 million.

City Park Chief Executive Officer
Robert Becker said he welcomes the

|+ dog park plan and has given the group

- $25,000. But with more than 100 pro-

- _jects going on in the park, Becker said,
‘finaneing usually must come from

publie-private partnerships.

- Land preparation to make sure

. the arez; which is below sea level,

drains properly is expected to run.”
$180,000. High construction costs in -
the area sincé Hurricane Katrina

" mean the price tag will be about 85

percent higher than at parks in

- gther cities, City BarkPremdent
;Jaclue Shreves said.

GltyBark,anon;n-oﬁtg:wpmnen- :
pared the design

Fundraising began in January. The
group raised $70,000 by the end of the
first month but has broight in only

2 about $100,000 since. The group’

planned to break ground this spring but.

" now plans to start work this summer.

Shreves said the money and the

. wait will be worth it, though. “We
. could put up a fence and call it a dog

.park and let it go,” she said. “But it
,'wouldbeadn'typatnhofgrassma
. few years.”

C:j:yBarkmsteadplanstobw'lda
park with all the amenities to make it

‘. a regignal destination, members say.

killed by a train.
. That doesn’t keep dozens of dogs

ffomtheleveeparkon a.cool Friday -

evening. James Lancaster, who reg-

ularly bnngs his two German shep-

herds ma;ntams -an enmgﬂ group of

.. But owners like Enard Lannon of
Metmne worry about the imbxhty “Uf.

my dog runs out at one of these ._;_fm and Js looking farfgundanon

‘afi dorporate
' :-has a fundrajsing expert ‘Dean

bikes afid causes a wreek, 'S going.;
to cost the bike pius i:g;mes, he :

said.

3§ Even ‘though Mandewlle -allows
dogs off-leash along the lakefront
each morning, dog owners there say
they would like more options; -

““Our dogs are well-behaved, and
when they see other dogs off- leash
it's great — it’s just perfect for

walks her three Dalmatians along

.-the lake in the mornings along with
Tray Buerger and his poodies.

Would they haul their dogs over
to City Park? “We'd make i our des-
tination, for sure,” she smd.

Financing an issue.
-The proposed dog park faces one

‘major obstacle: cost. City Bark has a

location near Popp’s Fountain, but
ncﬁs%%ﬂﬂﬁtohﬂﬁsﬂmdmsmg

'abletopayfontall

The 4.6-acre space will include a:
wading pool for hot days, & quarter-
mile paved walk, drinking fountains,
shaded pavilions. and rasfxwms for
owners,

Park members will paya$25 an---

-nual fee for upkeep and receive a
2 s.smpe card to get ;

City Bark is. conﬁdent;tz:wiﬂ

The group has started selhqg T

Howard, who previouslty served as de-
velopment director at the Tipitina’s
Foundation. Donors cap earn titles .

-Yike “Watch Dog” for a gift of $10,000

and “Tail Wagger” for $2,500.
Last week, Purina Dog Chow.
awarded the group a grant for an .

‘undisclosed sum. Along with the ben-
efits for dogs and owners, City Bark

says, the effort will pay off as another

~ step toward rehabilitating: City Park.

“We've got to turn a negative into .
a positive,” said City Bark’s Cardi-
nale. “There are a lot of ways that
this city can come back and be better

‘than it was before, and this is defi
_mtely one of them.”

essesne

Andrew Vanacore can be reached at
g\éanacore@timespicayune.com or
.826.3378. -




