o

=

=
.;.




Vieux Carre

Riverfront Improvements

Design: Historic Preservation & Restoration

Honor Award

Description
As the original heart of New Orleans,
the Vieux Carre or French Quarter,
has represented the focus of cultural
and commercial activity for over tiwo
centuries. Now enhanced In a serles
of four construction phases, the river:
front area of the Vieux Carre has a
new Image o compliment its long-
standing charm and vitality,
Jackson Square, the original
center of the city, has been closed to
traflic along three sides, with malls
developed to reflect the historic use of
the Square. Gather arcas for pedes-
trians and exhibition space (or local
artists have been provided to enrich
this intensively used landmark.
Washington Artillery Park is the
only point in the French Quarter
where the barrier of the floodwall has
been overcome to allow a view of the
Mississippd River and access 1o .
Steps and ramps cross over the Mood-
wall and rise up to a viewing platform,
providing a dual vista of Jackson
Square and the Mississippl River.
The Moon Walk is a promenade
and view area along the Mississippi
for the millions of people who visit
the Vieux Carre . [ts design s simple,
reminiscent of a nineteenth century
wharf once located there. It does not
attempt to imitate the architecture of
the Vieux Carre , but emphasizes the
malterials and natural simplicity
historically found along the river.
The French Market Complex is a
clity-owned and operated commercial
shopping area. It occuples several
blocks of the Vieux Carre Riverfront
property. and is the original location
of the cliy’s earliest markets. The sig.
nificant changes to the site came from
the removal of the shed — bulldings,
parking and garbage arcas, and the
siting of two new bulldings,
One of these, The Red Store, s a
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replica of a demolished bullding on
that site. The resulting mall s well-
adapted to its historical context while
fully accommedating modemn needs.

Jury Comments

The project should be judged as an
extension and improvement of the
Jackson Square neighborhood, with
due regard to the historic character
of the place. It Is unobtrusive and in
excellent taste, and succeeds desplte
the rallroad and the absence of a real
view of the river.

A creative restoration In keeping
with the character of the surroun-
ding environments. Excellent under-
statement of paving design. Foun-
tains were badly sited, very close (o
the road.

Degree to which the landscape
architect has managed to frame the
old bulldings and bring out the
qualities of the old layoul s most
commendable, Very good spaces
have been created which enhance
the bulldings: this Is excellent.
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Above left: Washington Artillery
Park (lowser center) (s the essential
link between Jackson Sgueare, the
French markets and the Mississippi
Above: Crepe myriles frame

view of St. Louls Cathedral across
Jockson Square
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